Arlene Swecker
February 23, 1924 - December 15, 2015

Arlene (Channell) Swecker, age 91, of Elkins and formerly of Flemington, died at the
Elkins Rehabilitation & Care Center on December 15, 2015. She was born in Elkwater on
February 23, 1924, as the second child of the late Norvel Osgrow Channell and the late
Cynthia Elizabeth Harris Channell. She was preceded in death on June 3, 1998, by her
husband, Arden Ray (Ted) Swecker, to whom she was married for 54 years; her brother,
Norvel Olen Channell (and Billie) of Kettering, Ohio; her sisters, Leota Hornbeck (and
Dellot) of Valley Bend; Lena Duckworth (and Ray) of Fairmont; and Linda Cheuvront of
Good Hope.
She is survived by her four children, Janice Swecker (Robert Zack) of Independence,
Ohio, and their two children, Rob Zack (Justyna) and Julie Zack (Wayne); Marilyn Stout
(Charles) of Sistersville and their two children, Charles Stout and James Stout (Heather);
Arden Ray Swecker II (Dawn) of Beverly and their two children, Amanda Reese (Matt) and
Hannah Fincham (Derek); and Joyce Gehringer (John) of Midland, Michigan, and her four
children, Kelly Lattea, Anna Conrad (Ben), Gregory Phillips, and Benjamin Phillips
(Savannah); and seventeen great grandchildren. In addition, she is survived by four
sisters, Doris Hogan (Roy) of Winchester, Virginia; Betty Dickinson of Novi, Michigan;
Eulah Yokum of Valley Bend; and Patsy Kyle of Huttonsville. There are many surviving
nieces and nephews and their families.
Her employment in WWII was in Newport News, Va., as a welder on the aircraft carrier,
Intrepid. Post-war, she dedicated her life to being a homemaker. In her community of
Flemington, she was actively involved in the Flemington United Methodist Church for
nearly sixty years, as well as in various school organizations, particularly the PTA. Arlene
was a Charter member of the Taylor County Historical Society in which she helped collect
information and write text for the Taylor County History Book. She was a member of the
Flemington CEOS Club in which she became Member of the Year in 2005-2006, was
associate member of the Taylor County Association of Retired School Employees and a
lifetime member of the West Virginia Association of Retired School Employees, and was
an active participant in the Flemington Senior Center. She and her husband enjoyed
outdoor activities, such as camping with family and friends over the years. In retirement,
they traveled with their friends, touring many United States cities.

Her hobbies included sewing, crocheting, quilting and oil painting. She made clothing,
creatively hand-stitched quilts for her family, crocheted doilies, countless snowflakes,
tablecloths, and made numerous other keepsake items. In later years, as a community
service within Taylor County, she crocheted lap robes for residents of nursing homes,
patients in hospitals, and the homebound, for which she received public recognition. Her
love of genealogy spanned over thirty years, during which time she researched and
collected information about both her and her husband’s family lines. A trip to Ireland was a
childhood dream come true, to see the country from which part of her family immigrated.
She was a loving and caring wife, mother, sister, aunt, grandmother, great grandmother,
and friend. She will be greatly missed, even though her work is now finished. She had a
strong religious faith and believed that one’s prayer was the way one’s life was lived.
Donations may be made to Hospice Care Corporation in Elkins at 169 Diamond Street,
Elkins, WV 26241, or Hospice Care Corporation in Grafton at 7 Harman Center, Suite 203,
Grafton, WV 26354, (hospicecarecorp.org) or to the Flemington United Methodist Church,
P.O. Box 452, Flemington, WV 26347.
Calling hours will be at Tomblyn Funeral Home, 45 Randolph Avenue, Elkins, WV from
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM Friday, December 18, 2015. A funeral service will be held at 11:00 AM
Saturday, December 19th from the funeral home chapel. Dr. David Bower will officiate and
interment will follow in the Brick Church Cemetery near Huttonsville. The Tomblyn Funeral
Home of Elkins is in charge of the arrangements for Arlene (Channell) Swecker.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.

Cemetery

Events

Brick Church Cemetery

DEC
18

Huttonsville, WV, 26273

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Tomblyn Funeral Home
45 Randolph Ave, Elkins, WV, US, 26241

DEC
19

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Tomblyn Funeral Home
45 Randolph Ave, Elkins, WV, US, 26241

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Tomblyn Funeral Home and Cremation Service - December 18, 2015 at 03:01 PM

“

I remember going to Uncle Ted's and Aunt Arlene's home in Flemington. It was at the
top of a very steep hill and I often times wondered how they could go up and down
that hill in the winter. But once we reached the top it was always good to visit with
them. It was always warm & comfortable there. I remember Uncle Ted had a shop
outside where he did work with fishing & hunting stuff. He was a good bow shot too
without all the modern sights & compound bows, crossbows etc. I still have a fishing
creel made by Uncle Ted. Aunt Arlene was warm & kind and sweet. Will always
remember her & Uncle Ted with the fondest of memories. Love to all the Swecker
family. Danny, Renee Duckworth and family.

Danny Duckworth - December 18, 2015 at 04:17 PM

“

Your mother was always so kind an peaceful. I am sure you will feel the loss as will
the community. Best wishes, Joyce Succurro Emerson

joyce emerson - December 18, 2015 at 09:27 AM

“

Rachel C. Hogan lit a candle in memory of Arlene Swecker

Rachel C. Hogan - December 17, 2015 at 02:24 PM

“

My deepest condolences to you Aunt Doris as well to sister's family & friends. Praying that
our Lord will surround you all with his loving arms durring this difficult time. May her soul
rest in paradise until all are reunited again up in Heaven, where your family circle will one
day, never be broken .
Rachel C. Hogan - December 17, 2015 at 02:32 PM

“

51 files added to the album LifeTributes

Tomblyn Funeral Home and Cremation Service - December 17, 2015 at 12:06 PM

“

I am also a cousin through my Dad's family. I didn't know Arlene well as she was
older than me but It still saddened me to hear of her passing. My thoughts and
prayers are with her family. God Bless.

Faye Kenney Iselin - December 17, 2015 at 11:36 AM

“

So sorry for your loss.

Dave and Debbie Fincham - December 17, 2015 at 10:56 AM

“

Arlene was a wonderful lady and her and Mary Luzader, my aunt work on some
family history and we found out that we are related. We had so much fun in
Flemington CEOS while she was able to come and we will miss her so much. Also
we know that she was one of the now famous Rosie's. I am so glad that they had a
change to talk with her before she became ill. She will be missed by all of us and our
prayers are with the family

Olive Ricketts - December 17, 2015 at 10:38 AM

“

Jim and I are so sorry to learn of Arlene's passing. I didn't have the pleasure of
meeting her but my husband is her first cousin and he has gold me of many good
memories when she baby sat him and his brothers and sisters. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the family.
James and Cheryl See

Cheryl See - December 17, 2015 at 09:50 AM

“

I am sorry to hear about your mother death we were first cousins I went to my uncle
house to see them when we were young. I am older then she was she was good
woman God took her home to be with him God Bless the family .

Junior Channell - December 17, 2015 at 12:20 AM

“

Thanks means a lot she was my grandmother my mom is Joyce
kelly lattea oldest granddaughter - December 17, 2015 at 12:35 AM

“

She was a wonder lady, friend, grandma one of the best to have. Hard to believe she
is gone but she will never be forgotten! I will always love and miss you Grandma! I
will definetly miss your cooking and your stuff u always made for us grandchildren.
Rest Easy and fly high love you always Kelly

kelly lattea oldest granddaughter - December 16, 2015 at 09:36 PM

“

Carol Pifer lit a candle in memory of Arlene Swecker

Carol Pifer - December 16, 2015 at 08:35 PM

“

Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Arlene Swecker

Debbie Mitchell - December 16, 2015 at 08:04 PM

“

Ralph Snyder/Shelia Shaffer lit a candle in memory of Arlene Swecker

Ralph Snyder/Shelia Shaffer - December 16, 2015 at 04:49 PM

“

Sharon Howell lit a candle in memory of Arlene Swecker

Sharon Howell - December 16, 2015 at 04:15 PM

“

Joyce and family. I am so sorry to hear of your mother's passing. She was a beautiful
lady. I visited with her every month when the choir would sing at ERCC. Wish I had
known this was your mama. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Janet and Keith
Swecker

Janet Taylor Swecker - December 16, 2015 at 04:15 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Aunt Arlene's passing. Jeff had always loved her
snickerdoodles and begged them off of her each time that he saw her.
She will be sadly missed.

Mary Swecker - December 16, 2015 at 01:02 PM

