Barbara Jean Thornhill
January 26, 1940 - July 1, 2019

Barbara Jean (Willoughby) Thornhill, age 79 years, of Alexandria, VA passed peacefully
on July 1, 2019. She was the daughter of the late John Franklin Willoughby and Leola
(Daft) Willoughby of Elkins. She was surrounded by the love of her husband, James Ray
Thornhill, Sr., son of the late Lambert and Ethel (Joseph) Thornhill, of Elkins, also at her
side were her sisters Mamie (Willoughby) Ghadimi of Tampa, FLA., Sharon (Willoughby)
Melton of Charleston, WV, Connie (Willoughby) Wachsmuth of Waldorf, MD and her neice
Kelly Armentrout of Alexandria, VA. Barbara was the granddaughter of the late Wilbur and
Anna (Tacy) Daft of Dailey, WV. Barbara worked as an Administrative Assistant for the
Department of the Navy and Department of Defense at the Pentagon. During her 30 years
of service she had the privilege of meeting several sitting Presidents and receiving an
award, in person, from President Bill Clinton. She sustained minor injuries during the 911
terror attack on the Pentagon. She was a devoted mother to her children, the late James
Thornhill, Jr. of Alexandria and Tracey (Thornhill) Hausman, of Dublin, PA. She was also
very devoted to her two grandsons, Daniel Hausman of Dublin, PA and Joshua Hausman
and his wife Amanda of Pittsburgh, PA. Barbara would do any and everything to put a
smile on someone’s face, she was not above zooming around on a Power Wheels car or
having icing smeared on her while attempting to decorate an Easter Bunny cake.
Those also mourning her death are her Son in Law Roy Hausman of Dublin, Sister in Law,
Jacquline (Thornhill) Bright of Elkins, WV, Brothers in Law, Robert Bright of Elkins, Frank
Ghadimi of Tampa, Fla, Leslie Melton of Charleston, WV and the Reverend Harry
Wachsmuth of Waldorf, Md, Aunts and Uncles, Bill and Timmy Daft of Dailey, WV, Anna
(Daft) Weese of Dailey and Sue (Flanagan) Daft of Elkins. Preceding her in death was her
infant son, John Lambert Thornhill, Sisters LeAnne (Willoughby) Armentrout, of
Alexandria, VA and Patricia (Moore) Brandt of Elkins, WV., Neice, Toni Lynn (Melton) Kidd,
of Melbourne Fla. and Christian (Chris) Melton of Charleston. Barbara's memory will also
be cherished by her many Neices and Nephews, Richard Ghadimi, Mary (Bright) Crowder,
Lindsay Cowall, Jr., Robert Bright, Jr., Cynthia Wilson, David Moore, Cheryl Oaks and
Kevin Armentrout. "Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it." Ecclesiastes 12:7 KJV. You will be forever in our hearts
A graveside service will be held at 11:00 am Monday, July 8, 2019 at the Mountain State

Memorial Gardens at Gilman with Deacon Raymond Godwin officiating. Interment will
follow. Memorial contributions may be made to Ruffled Feathers Parrot Sanctuary, North
Hanover Mall, 1155 Carlisle St., Hanover, PA 17331 in memory of Barbara. The Tomblyn
Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of the arrangements for Barbara Jean (Willoughby)
Thornhill. Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Matthew Wilson lit a candle in memory of Barbara Jean Thornhill

Matthew Wilson - March 03 at 05:50 AM

“

Truthfully, words don't even come close to expressing what I'm feeling right now. In
the past few short months, I've witnessed the loss of two very near-and-dear cousins
of mine; an aunt (Maryann); and now my precious Aunt Barbara, as well. To say she
was a kind-hearted, sweet and caring human being is simply a great, great
understatement. Yes, she was certainly all those things -- yet so much more, too. You
could actually see the love she had for you whenever she'd look at you and smile
that smile -- kind of like in that photo of her that accompanies this page. I loved her
so very much and we shared a pretty long history together; from Elkins to
Charleston, and eventually on to Alexandria. My heart breaks knowing that I'll never
see her or hear her voice again. This really is just too much.
I send my sincerest condolences to Big Jim and to my cousin Tracey and her family.
May God bless you and keep you in this terribly sad and trying time. I love you all,
and I sincerely hope that each and every one of you knows that.
Richard Ghadimi
Tampa, FL

Richard Ghadimi - July 07, 2019 at 08:34 PM

“

I'm so very sad over the passing of my sister-in-law, Barbara. I remember her when
she was still a teenager. One afternoon she, Mamie and I went out to Stuart's Park
and for some reason a dog started chasing her. It scared her so badly that she ran
right into the river; dress and all. I still have the photo I took of her standing in that
river, dress floating around her, and a big smile across her face. These are the kinds
of light-hearted moments I'll remember most about Barbara.
I'd like to extend my sincerest condolences to Jim, Tracey, and all the rest of the
family.
Frank Ghadimi

Frank Ghadimi - July 07, 2019 at 07:16 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to James and family
Amenthia Currence and family

Terryand Currence - July 06, 2019 at 10:43 PM

“

Sherry Dean Powers lit a candle in memory of Barbara Jean Thornhill

sherry Dean Powers - July 06, 2019 at 10:04 AM

“

Unfortunately I have not seen Barbara or Jimmy for several years but always thought
they were one of the most beautiful couples I had ever seen! I remember when they
got married and when they moved to Virginia! Barbara was so soft spoken and
always smiled! My heart felt condolences and prayers are with the family! May God
give you comfort and peace as only he can! RIP beautiful lady!
Sherry Dean Powers

sherry Dean Powers - July 06, 2019 at 10:02 AM

“

Thank you Sherry for the very kind words for my parents and especially for my mom! Yes
she was very soft spoken and pure of heart. We miss her terribly
Tracey Hausman - July 06, 2019 at 12:51 PM

“

Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Barbara Jean Thornhill

Debbie Mitchell - July 06, 2019 at 09:09 AM

“

Her legacy is the beautiful soul and sister she was. We will cherish our memories of
happier times as we mourn her passing. Love and miss you dear, sweet sister.
Sharon

Sharon Melton - July 05, 2019 at 09:23 AM

