Denver R. Barnett, Jr.
January 31, 1943 - October 15, 2018

Denver R. Barnett, Jr., age 75 years, a resident of Elkins, passed away Monday morning,
October 15, 2018. He was born at Sutton, WV, a son of Rose Amos Barnett of Elkins and
the late Denver R. Barnett. At Ravenswood, WV, he was married to Jean Turner who
survives and had been married for over fifty years. Also surviving are one son, Sean R.
Barnett and wife Denise of Buckhannon and one daughter, Heather Withrow and husband
Shawn of Elkins. One brother, Robert Barnett of Weston, WV, one sister, Linda Ashby of
Fairmont, WV and two grandchildren also survive. Denver was a Veteran of the United
States Army and served during the Vietnam War having received numerous decorations,
medals, badges and ribbons. He was also a member of the Army Reserves and served
during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm. He graduated with two Masters Degrees
and was retired from the Randolph County Board of Education where he worked as a
band director and guidance counselor. Later he was the Director of the Randolph County
Development Authority. Denver was a train enthusiast and was a member of the WV
Railroad Museum. He was a member of the Elkins Rotary Club, Kairos Prison Ministry,
and Boy Scout Volunteer and was a talented photographer, father, husband, grandfather
and friend. He was a member and former trustee of the First United Methodist Church in
Elkins.
Friends may call from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm Thursday, October 18, 2018 at the Tomblyn
Funeral Home in Elkins. A funeral service will be held at 11:00 am Friday, October 19th
from the funeral home chapel with Rev. Brian L. Seders and Rev. Tim Turner officiating.
Interment will follow in the American Legion’s Little Arlington Cemetery in Elkins where full
military honors will be accorded by members of the West Virginia National Guard Honor
Guard Program, HW Daniels Post 29 American Legion and Tygart Valley Post 3647
Veterans of Foreign Wars. The family suggests that memorial contributions may be made
to the First United Methodist Church, 315 Kerens Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 or the West
Virginia Railroad Museum, P. O. Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241 in memory of Denver. The
Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of the arrangements for Denver R. Barnett,
Jr. Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I have enjoyed reconnecting with Denver through our class reunions. He hadn’t
changed through the years, still kind with a gentle smile, and a hardy laugh. He
brightened a room, and now the world will be a little dimmer. I expect he is planning
some great activity in heaven. Jean and family you will be in our prayers.
Beverley Lambert Hines-Brown, Weston.

Beverley - October 22, 2018 at 11:12 PM

“

Dear Jean,
I send my sympathy to you, your children and grandchildren. Denver's dedication to
Troop 88 will be remembered always by our family. He led by example. He was kind
and patient, and his enthusiasm was contagious.
Sincerely, Sheila Himes

Sheila Himes - October 19, 2018 at 01:26 PM

“

words escape me , it was an honor to have been associated with Denver, deepest
sympathy to his family. j.c.sanford

jcsanford - October 18, 2018 at 05:52 PM

“

While Denver and I did not pal around during high school, he was like a friend to me
through his friendship with Bill Snyder then, rooming with Bill at college later, and
loyal friendship thereafter - more than half a century. I always enjoyed Barney's
company at various occasions when we were together throughout the years. A
picture of Barney, John McLaughlin, Bill Snyder and I has had a permanent
residence on a bookshelf in my study for many years. Denver (and Jean) always
included my wife, Becky, every time that we were together, an act of friendship we
both appreciated very much. Barney was that kind of man - considerate,
compassionate, friendly, - with a laugh that will be with me always. Denver Barnett:
such a fine man. He will be missed so very much.

C Morgan Peterson - October 18, 2018 at 11:23 AM

“

JEAN AND FAMILY: I REMEMBER YOU COMING TO VISIT OUR JESSICA WHEN
SHE WAS BORN IN 1981 AND DENVER'S FRIENDSHIP WITH PAUL AT THE
VOTECH. WHAT AN AWESOME EDUCATOR AND COMMUNITY AND MILITARY
LEADER. HE WILL BE LONG REMEMBERED FOR THE GOOD HE DID FOR
ELKINS.
I AM SENDING PRAYERS ON BUTTERFLY WINGS TO ALL OF YOU. FLY HIGH,
SIR. FLY HIGH.

LINDA GOWERS - October 18, 2018 at 08:50 AM

“

Dear Jean and family, I’m not sure if my 1st post went through since I forget to
identify myself properly.
Please know you are in my thoughts and prayers. Specifically I’m asking our Lord to
give you comfort and strength today and during the days ahead. There are not words
that can provide adequate comfort but I hope you will find some comfort in knowing
so many people care and are lifting you up in prayer.
It was good to see you and Denver at the Chinese restaurant a few Sunday’s ago. I
just wish I had spent more time talking to you.
Sending love and hugs, Barb Campbell

Barb Campbell - October 18, 2018 at 08:48 AM

“

Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Denver R. Barnett, Jr.

Debbie Mitchell - October 18, 2018 at 05:06 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to the family.

Maxine Cooper - October 17, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

I was so saddened upon reading of Denver's death. When I first joined the RR
Museum a few years ago he befriended me and we had several good conversations.
He was a terrific and genuine person loved and respected by all who made his
acquaintance. Sincere condolences, Jim Marsh, Buckhannon

Jim Marsh - October 17, 2018 at 08:14 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. Love and hugs, Jean, Sean, Heather, and family

Sharon Leonard - October 17, 2018 at 03:50 PM

“

Our condolences to all of you. Denver was and is a great guy. I will never forget the
wonderful support you offered while I was band director at EJHS. Our prayers go out
to all of you. Brian & Kim Flanagan

Brian Flanagan - October 17, 2018 at 03:16 PM

“

Dear Jean and Family
My heart goes out to you and your family on the loss of a father and your beloved
husband. May God grant you peace and comfort. Patti Lewis

Patti Lewis - October 17, 2018 at 01:14 PM

“

Jean n family . We are so sorry to hear about Barney . Even though we can’t be
there , our prayers are winging their way to you.
Love you dear friend

Linda snd Norman Wagner - October 17, 2018 at 10:02 AM

“

Dear Jean and Family,
We are so sorry to hear of Barney’s passing. I always enjoyed seeing him sit in the
overflow next to the choir and greet everyone in the hall. He was a wonderful person
and Elkins is a much better community for his efforts over the years. He will be
missed.
Blessings to you and your family.
Jim and Cindy Stemple

Cindy Stemple - October 17, 2018 at 09:38 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Denver’s passing. You are all in our prayers.
George and Elizabeth Hayes

Elizabeth Hayes - October 16, 2018 at 09:06 PM

“

During my year in Elkins with the Raileoad Museum I was luckey enough to become
part of a group that met each Tuesday evenings at Denver's to work on his train
layout and just enjoy good company. Ill always be thankful for Denver opening his
home to me and the memories I made those Tuesday evenings. Thank you Denver.

Ian Gray - October 16, 2018 at 08:43 PM

“

Fran McLaughlin lit a candle in memory of Denver R. Barnett, Jr.

Fran McLaughlin - October 16, 2018 at 06:51 PM

“

Jean, my deepest, heart felt condolences to you and your family. Denver will be missed by
many. My thoughts and prayers are with you,
Fran McLaughlin - October 16, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

Jean. I am so sorry to hear about Barney passing. My condolences to you and your
family. May God give you peace.
Sincerely,
Joy Skinner (former fellow choir member)

Joy Skinner - October 16, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

My favorite memories with Uncle Barney were just hanging out on the couch and
chatting with him with a plate of delicious, home cooked food. He always had the
best stories, and was always genuinely interested to hear some as well. He had a
very special talent for making everyone feel welcomed and loved.

Marjorie Cooper - October 16, 2018 at 03:50 PM

“

Jean I am so sorry for your loss. Praying for all of you!
Gary & Ginny Shoemaker

ginny shoemaker - October 16, 2018 at 03:15 PM

“

Denver was a co-worker at the Randolph Technical Center, he had also been a band
director at TVHS, he had a vision to make our community strong through his
students, co-workers and industry. He will be missed

Lorrayne Corley - October 16, 2018 at 12:34 PM

