Frances G. McLaughlin
October 9, 1955 - November 20, 2019

Mrs. Frances G. “Fran” McLaughlin, age 64 years, a former resident of Elkins and a
resident of Marlinton, passed away Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at her home. She
was born October 9, 1955 at Dry Fork, the daughter of the late Snowden L. Vance, Jr. and
the late Virginia Elza Vance. She was married to Lonnie Preston McLaughlin who survives
in Marlinton. Also surviving is one son, Michael “Mike” Shannon and wife Tracy of Sanford,
FL and one daughter, Christina Harris and husband Scott of Elkins. Two brothers, Douglas
J. Vance and wife Gloria of Fishers, Indiana and Gregory R. Vance and wife Linda of
Weston. Grandchildren, Kayla and Andrew Harris, Jessica Shannon and Alexis Gross and
husband Ray and one great grandchild, Finley Gross. Two uncles, Hollis Vance and wife
Adrienne of Elkins and John Elza of Whitmer and aunt Sandra Judy and husband Dwyer
of Whitmer. Also surviving are several cousins. Mrs. McLaughlin was a teacher and
principal for 36 years, following in the footsteps of her father, Mr. Snowden L. Vance, Jr.
Mrs. McLaughlin began her teaching career with the 1st grade students at Norton-Coalton
Elementary School for 3 years before moving to North Elementary School to teach 3rd
grade. While at North Elementary School, she taught under her father, Mr. Vance,
principal. The bulk of Mrs. McLaughlin’s teaching career was spent at Jennings Randolph
Elementary School, where she taught for a total of 23 years in grades 1-5. While at JRES,
Mrs. McLaughlin was chosen as Title I Teacher of the Year. Mrs. McLaughlin had long
dreamt of becoming an administrator and after her first 19 years at JRES, left Randolph
County to pursue this dream as principal of Marlinton Middle School in Pocahontas
County. After 3 years as principal, she returned to Randolph County, to the classroom and
“her kids,” the students she loved and missed. Mrs. McLaughlin continued her career in
this county at Tygart Valley Middle High School, another 4 years at Jennings Randolph
Elementary School and 3 years at Midland Elementary School. Mrs. McLaughlin then
decided to return to being an administrator and completed her distinguished career as
principal of George Ward Elementary School for 3 years. During her time as an educator,
Mrs. McLaughlin served as Faculty Senate President, Mentor Teacher, Cooperating
Student - Teacher Supervisor, PTA member, program coordinator and vice-president, Field
Trip planner and coordinator, Social Studies Fair Coordinator, a member of our county’s
Professional Advisory Council, Comprehensive Facilities Educational Plan, School Based

Assistance Teams, Student Assistance Team, and presenter at Title 1 Regional and State
Conferences. She also volunteered in the community in various aspects, including
developing and maintaining a booklet for Randolph County teachers to use in conjunction
with the Mountain State Forest Festival Kid’s Day.
Mrs. McLaughlin had many accomplishments as an educator in Randolph County
Schools. In addition to her being Jennings Randolph Elementary School Title I Teacher of
the Year, she was also chosen as Midland Elementary School’s Teacher of the Year for 2
years, and Randolph County Teacher of the Year for the 2010-2011 school year.
In her speech as the Randolph County Teacher of the Year, Mrs. McLaughlin said,
“Throughout my years of teaching I’ve worked in many terrific schools with outstanding
teachers … It is our responsibility to serve as role models and leaders. But more than that,
it is our responsibility to make a positive and lasting difference to our students.” She did
just that, for 36 years. She was a member of the First United Methodist Church of Elkins.
Friends may call from 5:00 pm until 7:00 pm Saturday, November 23, 2019 at the Tomblyn
Funeral Home in Elkins. On Sunday, November 24th, Mrs. McLaughlin will be moved to
the Whitmer United Methodist Church for visitation from 1:00 pm until 2:00 pm the funeral
hour. Pastor Michael Lambert will officiate and interment will follow in the Laurel Hill
Cemetery at Whitmer. The Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of the
arrangements for Mrs. Frances G. “Fran” McLaughlin. Condolences may be expressed to
the family at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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45 Randolph Ave, Elkins, WV, US, 26241
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Visitation 01:00PM - 02:00PM
Whitmer United Methodist Church
Whitmer, WV, US

NOV
24

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Whitmer United Methodist Church
Whitmer, WV, US

Comments

“

Fran was my dear childhood friend. I was so lucky to have reconnected with her in
these last few years. I am deeply sorry for her loss. She was a wonderful person. I
will miss talking with her on fb and messenger so very much.

Maria Boggs - November 26, 2019 at 07:34 PM

“

I was blessed to call Fran my friend, colleague, and classmate. She impacted my life
and so many others through her love as an educator. May her memories live on in all
the lives she touched throughout her career as well as those who knew her as a wife,
mom, and grandmother. God's blessings on you all as He provides comfort and
strength in the days that follow. My deepest condolences, Joyce Harshbarger Hutton

Joyce Harshbarger Hutton - November 25, 2019 at 03:02 PM

“

Lonnie, Michael, Christina and Family,
We were so saddened to learn about the passing of your dear wife and mother, Fran.
She was and always will be a cherished friend and colleague of ours at JRES. She
was the epitome of a natural and gifted educator. Her enthusiasm and dedication
made her such a valued member and leader in the schools in which she served.
Michael and Christina, we vividly remember both of you with sincere fondness as
your second-grade teacher and your principal. You were wonderful and happy
students that brightened our days at JRES. Your Mom was always so proud of you.
We are grieving with you. Fran will always hold a special place in our hearts.
Bonnie and Vince Delconte

Bonnie & Vince Delconte - November 25, 2019 at 01:53 PM

“

I remember our childhood days when I called you Franny. Our mothers were not only
cousins but friends. I think of the school year you taught my son Michael. Time
passes quickly but memories last forever. My love and prayers to all of your loved
ones. You will be missed!

Margaret Beckwith - November 23, 2019 at 10:30 PM

“

Mrs. McLaughlin was my first Principal after I finished my Masters. She was a great
boss and loved the children, they always came first. Prayers of peace and comfort for
her family as they lay her to rest tomorrow.

Ellen Fortney - November 23, 2019 at 09:45 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Fran she will be miss by family and friends RIP: Sweet Lady

Suzie Mullenax - November 23, 2019 at 05:34 PM

“

Eddie & Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Frances G. McLaughlin

Eddie & Debbie Mitchell - November 23, 2019 at 02:54 PM

“

I’m Gloria Vance’s brother Joe i have never met Fran but sounds like she was a awesome
lady mother grandmother and wife my condolences to the family and may she RIP
joseph Almanza - November 23, 2019 at 04:06 PM

“

Bonnie Thompson lit a candle in memory of Frances G. McLaughlin

Bonnie Thompson - November 23, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

April Vance lit a candle in memory of Frances G. McLaughlin

April Vance - November 23, 2019 at 10:57 AM

“

I always enjoyed being with Fran and talking to her when we were in the EHS band
together. We were also both involved in church youth activities at First United
Methodist Church. My prayers are with all of her family. Lynne Rice Petrosky

Lynne Rice Petrosky - November 23, 2019 at 10:45 AM

“

She was an amazing teacher and administrator. Fran will be greatly missed. Love
and prayers to Christina and all her family.

Marsha Watkins McAtee - November 23, 2019 at 10:15 AM

“

Ann Nunn lit a candle in memory of Frances G. McLaughlin

Ann Nunn - November 23, 2019 at 08:15 AM

“

Christina,
Deepest sympathy in the loss of your mother.
Ann Nunn - November 23, 2019 at 08:17 AM

“

My children had Fran at Jennings Randolph. She was a good teacher. She will be
missed.

Elizabeth Hayes - November 22, 2019 at 10:52 PM

“

Mary White lit a candle in memory of Frances G. McLaughlin

Mary White - November 22, 2019 at 10:35 PM

“

Lonnie, Mike, Christina and families, Doug, Greg and families, my heart is breaking
for you in the loss of Fran. She was such a sweetheart with a wonderful personality
and a smile I’ll never forget. You’re all in my thoughts & prayers. May God bless and
hold each of you close.

Anita Wooddell Hanifan - November 22, 2019 at 10:30 PM

“

Veronica Siler lit a candle in memory of Frances G. McLaughlin

Veronica Siler - November 22, 2019 at 10:26 PM

“

My daughter had Fran as a teacher when she was at Tygart Valley Middle School. A
very nice lady. She will be missed by many people

Laura Hart - November 22, 2019 at 08:14 PM

“

I started my teaching career as Fran entered school. We never taught together, but
shared many experiences as teacher thru our careers. Her family was respected in
the educational system, and still are thru her lovely daughter Christina. I send much
love and prayers to the family. We have lost a wonderful lovely lady.

Sharon McQuain - November 22, 2019 at 03:18 PM

“

Our Deepest Sympathy. We extend our prayers and thoughts to you.
She is safely in God's Hands.

EHS Class of 1973 - November 22, 2019 at 01:19 PM

“

I taught with Fran for many years and took graduate classes along with her. She was
a kind, talented and amazing individual and educator. Rest In Peace, my friend.
Peace be with her family during this difficult time.

Stanley Taylor - November 22, 2019 at 01:17 PM

“

Christina, my heart goes out to you and your family. I have fond memories of her as a
teacher when I was young. I will say a prayer for strength and comfort for you all
during this time.

Bridgette Livesay - November 22, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Fran's family. Eternal rest grant unto her, Lord and may
perpetual light shine upon her.

Connie Kemrite - November 22, 2019 at 01:01 PM

