Harold "Bill" Godwin
September 24, 1917 - April 15, 2015

Mr. Harold B. “Bill” Godwin, age 97 years, a resident of Elkins, passed away Wednesday,
April 15, 2015 in the Hospice Care Regional Inpatient Center. He was born September 24,
1917 in Canonsburg, PA, a son of the late Dennis A. Godwin and the late Clare Janes
Godwin. On February 14, 1942, he was married to Helen J. Monahan Godwin who
preceded him in death on January 6, 2011. Surviving are one son, Gary W. Godwin and
wife Susan of Elkins, two grandsons, Scott Godwin and wife Cynthia of Pasadena, MD
and Christopher Godwin of Charleston. Several nieces and nephews also survive. Also
preceding him in death were three brothers, Karl D. Godwin, Kenneth M. Godwin and
Blaine V. Godwin and one sister, Madeline V. Godwin Beard. Mr. Godwin was a graduate
of Elkins High School and a Veteran of the United States Army during World War II serving
in the B 118th Engineer Battalion. He provided radio communications for his unit using
Morse code to send and receive messages and also performed cable and lineman work
as needed. He was stationed at a number of locations in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater
including Guadalcanal, New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and Luzon. After returning to
civilian life, he co-owned and operated The Randolph Memorial Company. He continued
to use his radio skills as an Amateur (Ham) Operator, managing various communications
networks for over fifty years. During a number of large-scale catastrophes, including the
1985 flooding disasters, Mr. Godwin packed up his portable gear and generator and
became the sole source of communications for affected regions, acting as the only link to
loved ones, until normal communications could be restored. He was a Life Member of
H.W. Daniels Post 29 American Legion and Tygart Valley Post 3647 Veterans of Foreign
Wars. Friends may call from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm Friday, April 17, 2015 at the Tomblyn
Funeral Home in Elkins. A funeral service will be held at 1:00 pm Saturday, April 18th from
the funeral home chapel with Pastor Hal Boehm officiating. Interment will follow in the
American Legion’s Little Arlington Cemetery where full military honors will be accorded at
the gravesite by members of the West Virginia National Guard Honor Guard Program,
H.W. Daniels Post 29 American Legion and Tygart Valley Post 3647 Veterans of Foreign
Wars. Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice Care Corporation, PO Box 760,
Arthurdale, WV 26520 in memory of Mr. Godwin. The Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is
in charge of the arrangements for Mr. Harold B. “Bill” Godwin. Condolences may be

expressed to the family at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Tomblyn Funeral Home and Cremation Service - April 17, 2015 at 04:38 PM

“

In 1966, Bill, K8TPF was my first contact as a novice ham radio operator. He was
instrumental in my getting a license. He took my Dad and I to Bickels Knob to work
mobile cw. I will never forget the call and the rhythm it had when he sent it. A fine
person
and friend.

Ken Groves (N8KG) - April 19, 2015 at 06:17 PM

“

Bill was my Elmer for my first call sign WN8DCT when I was 15 years old! Now I am
62! call sign WA8JLS Thanks BIll !! Joe Shipp

Joe Shipp - April 18, 2015 at 08:06 AM

“

Gary and Family, I was sorry to hear about Bill, I always liked stopping by the shop
when he was there, he would start talking to you and just go on and on about things,
he always made you feel welcome and was really helpful if you needed help with
something. He was a really great guy and I'm sure he will be missed by many, I'm
really sorry for your loss..R.I.P. Bill

Johnny Barnhart - April 18, 2015 at 02:47 AM

“

I met Bill on the Post Office Net in 1965. I checked into his net many times while on
Active Duty in the Navy, and was able to visit him a few years later to go deer hunting
at his mountain retreat. Many years later I chanced to hear him on a W.Va. net, and
checked in. He immediately came back with "Hello, Mac!" We had a good reunion
using Morse Code. He was a good friend, and I extend my sympathy and friendship
to his family.
- Mac Harper, W1FYM - Glastonbury, CT.

Mac Harper - April 17, 2015 at 12:48 PM

“

God Bless Uncle Bill, I remember being sick in grade school, My mom took me to
aunt Hettie and Uncle Bills back in the early 70s. He let me play on the Hamm radio,
off the air of course, and got pretty good at it for a 10 year old, he was very patient
and a great teacher. Another fond memory was the time we all to his camper and
stayed close to Black river and fished for trout. We caught a slew, he taught me so
much in just a short period of time about fishing, Mom and Aunt Hettie cooked them
and we set out under the stars, that is where I got to know Bill although it was only
scratching the surface of his warm and caring personality. YES, I believe we will all
miss him.

Kevin Moats - April 17, 2015 at 07:39 AM

“

I am a cousin and niece. Julie called last night to tell me. I cannot be there but will be
to WVA this summer sometime and we will hopefully all get together as we are also
getting much older. I remember when I was a little girl that Gary had terrible
nosebleeds and Aunt Hettie freaked out. Uncle Bill would come home for lunch and
calm her down. He lived a long and loving life and I will never forget all his teasing
me when I was a little girl and I would pout. I love you all!!! Suzi

suzanne batchelor - April 16, 2015 at 08:59 PM

“

Sorry to learn of "Bill" passing. My family and his were neighbors in the "Gracelend
Addidion" in the newest development below Maplewood cemetary in Elkins. I got to
know "Bill "in growing up and watching him set monuments in the cemetary for the
Gilmore
family that run the cemetery..After I grew up and moved away I always enjoyed
stopping by the monumental works visiting with" Bill". I bought several stones from
his company for my family at Maplewood. I met a man here in Ft. Myers Fla. that was
a "Ham" operatator that "talked" with "Bill".
My condolences to the family.
Leon Phares
Ft. Myers, Florida

Leon Phares - April 16, 2015 at 03:12 PM

“

42 files added to the album LifeTributes

Tomblyn Funeral Home and Cremation Service - April 16, 2015 at 02:09 PM

“

Yes, Becky, Uncle Bill will always be remembered by us kids who knew him and
loved him. I got to work with him setting monuments a few weeks of my younger
days. Just telling a friend yesterday how he always made us dig the footers for the
monuments "just right." The corners had to be perfect.... A tradition that the boys at
the shop still do. Those guys were all trained to work hard and do it right!
Uncle Bill always had a smile and always had a story to tell us which always made us
laugh too. Back a few years ago when CB Radios were the craze, Uncle Bill, being
an Old Time Ham Radio Operator would say yeah you youngsters talk on CBs, that's
"Children's Band." His constant smile and laughter gave him his longer years.. He
will be missed by all of us.
Joe & Janet Godwin

K. Joe Godwin - April 16, 2015 at 12:01 PM

“

All the cousins will remember our Uncle Bill. I remember him from my childhood, so
very funny. I stayed with him and Aunt Hettie when my baby sister was born in 1955.
When my Daddy got very ill in 1964, he took Grandma Godwin and me to Ruby to
visit. He drove SO fast! He teased me for buying "rice burners" and not American
made cars. Too many years for him in the South Pacific in WWII helped make that
decision!
I will always remember our trip to his Grandpa Gowers home in Tucker Co., and
visits to all the graves of family. He was a history book!
He was the longest lived Godwin man, going back to the 1700's and was proud of
that fact. We will all miss him......

Rebecca Poe - April 16, 2015 at 08:36 AM

“

Kent & Patricia Wilson lit a candle in memory of Harold "Bill" Godwin

Kent & Patricia Wilson - April 16, 2015 at 01:22 AM

