Harriet Jane Woods
February 3, 1943 - March 2, 2018

Harriet Jane Woods, age 75 years, a resident of Glenmore, departed this life, Friday,
March 2nd, 2018 after an extended illness. She was born February 3, 1943 in Elkins and
was a daughter of the late Walter “B” and Frances Kemp Woods. She is survived by one
sister, Dorothy Carlson of Fairmont, WV; two nieces, Kari Coffindaffer and husband Mark
Coffindaffer of Lost Creek, WV and Angelia Mackey and husband Dean Mackey of
Houston, TX; great-niece Carissa Coffindaffer of Lost Creek, WV and two great-nephews,
Christopher Nichols of Farmington, WV and Carl Mackey of Houston, TX. Also surviving
are first cousins, Theresa Markel of Elkins, Randy Lang of San Francisco, CA, Dr. John
Sutton of Martinsburg, WV and Carol Sutton Gija of Venice, FL. Robert Kemp of
Washington D.C. and Rose Marie Kemp of Washington D.C. and her dear friend Carol
Severt of Portland, Oregan, and Harriet’s longtime friend Gary Horvath of Wintergreen,
VA. Also preceding her in death were her maternal grandparents, John and Harriet Durst
Kemp, her paternal grandparents, Theresa Liggett Woods Sutton and Walter Flemming
Woods; three aunts Carrie Kemp, Nettie English and Lucille Lang, two uncles Col. John
Liggot Sutton and Clarence Kemp; two cousins John English and Franklin English and her
nephew John Carlson and his longtime friend Sheree Nixon.
Harriet attended the schools of Randolph County and was a graduate of Elkins High
School Class of 1961 where she was a member of the Future Homemakers of America.
She was also a member of the National Honor Society and the First United Methodist
Church and was active in the Methodist youth fellowship, and had served as a Maid of
Honor in the Mountain State Forest Festival in 1965. She was a graduate of Fairmont
State College Class of 1965 with a degree in Elementary Education and received a Master
Degree in Reading from West Virginia University in 1970.
Harriet started her teaching career in 1967 at Paw Paw Elementary School. She then
returned to Elkins, teaching at Central, North, and Jennings Randolph schools. She taught
first and second grades for forty years, retiring in 2007. She was known for her altruistic
nature and her sense of humor. Her main interests were her teaching, her parents, family
members and friends. She was well-known for her love of children and her dedication to
her students. She was a member of the First United Methodist Church, and Alpha Delta
Kappa Sorority. She enjoyed watching movies, doing crafts and spending time with

beloved cat “Prin”. Harriet’s request for cremation was honored.
The family will receive friends from 11:00 am until 12:00 pm Thursday, March 8th, 2018 at
the Tomblyn Funeral Home in Elkins. A memorial service will be held at 12:00 pm
Thursday from the funeral home chapel with Pastor Josh Pennington officiating. The
family suggests that memorial contributions be made to the Randolph County Humane
Society, P. O. Box 785, Elkins, WV 26241 in memory of Harriet. The Tomblyn Funeral
Home of Elkins is in charge of the arrangements for Harriet Jane Woods. Condolences
may be expressed to the family at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

When I started teaching at North School I was blest to meet a woman whom would
become one of my dearest friends, Harriet Woods. We have traveled roads of great
joy, laughter, foolish fun, and grief together. I will miss talking to her, the kindness she
always offered and her wonderful observations about life. My children Kelly and
Mathew loved her dearly. Harriet, I thank you for sharing your life with me.

Carol Sievert - March 08, 2018 at 09:13 AM

“

Fond memories of my dear childhood friend ...Sleepovers when we were just 10
years old waking up to hearing her mother whistle with the canaries made us laugh
all the time… Being chased by the bull up a tree when we were in a pasture where
we didn't belong ..Times at camp horseshoe together .We had a blessed childhood to
share I loved her and she will be missed by many ..RIP,HARRIET You brought so
much to so many people's lives

Terri O'Brien Cornwell - March 07, 2018 at 09:58 AM

“

Miss Woods was my son's favorite teacher! We are saddened to hear of her passing.
She was a very sweet lady, a good teacher and will be missed.

Deborah Lambert - March 07, 2018 at 06:02 AM

“

Elkins junior high and Elkins senior high with Harriet was a lot of fun. The Class of
'61 have remained close and we would see Harriet at some of our Class Reunions.
We all have wonderful memories of Harriet at school, MYF, band trips and growing
up in Elkins. Rest In Peace, Harriet ... we will keep our best memories of time spent
together. God Bless!

Carole Sue Coupland - March 07, 2018 at 12:10 AM

“

We were friends all through school slumber parties MYF and many other times
especially reunions Rest In Peace friend

Marsha Widney Wehr - March 06, 2018 at 09:29 PM

“

This was my first grade teacher at North Elementary School was loving caring
women she will be missed by many she was one of my most favorite school teachers
prayers to the family may god bless all of you

jeffrey hedrick - March 05, 2018 at 11:41 PM

“

Harriet was a sweet person in high school and in church at First United Methodist
Church. May she Rest In Peace and may God bless her.

Bud Bender - March 05, 2018 at 05:11 PM

“

Prayers for Family, although she was in class behind my EHS Class of 1960! May she rest
in peace
Bonnie Hedrick Skelding - March 06, 2018 at 09:56 PM

“

Harriet was one of the kindest ladies I've ever met. And she loved kids and kids
loved her too. Such a remarkable happy teacher! When I was on the school board
Harriet was such a favorite and we could tell she loved her job. RIP sweet lady. You
will be forever missed!

Janet Godwin - March 05, 2018 at 12:03 PM

“

Laura Hart lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

Laura Hart - March 05, 2018 at 02:04 AM

“

Charles Church lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

charles church - March 05, 2018 at 12:56 AM

“

I ate lunch with Harriet at Jennings Randolph. I was an aide. She had this infectious
laugh. She will be missed.

Elizabeth Hayes - March 04, 2018 at 10:56 PM

“

The first time I met Harriet, I was in the Methodist church youth group. She traveled
when we would go on trips. My memories of her at kings island in Ohio riding the
rides with us. Then years past, she became my mentor for wanting to be a teacher.
We became friends. Then a few more years past, my youngest son was in Harriet’s
class at Jennings Randolph.
I can hear her laugh now just thinking if her telling a story. She had a great sense of
humor. If you asked her opinion, she gave it up front...like it or not.
Friends were very important to her, Patsy, Charlotte and others. She was always
there for you.
She was a great lady. I will miss her. God gained a wonderful angel.

Linda Mullenax - March 04, 2018 at 08:07 PM

“

I am so sad right now. I taught with Harriet for 12 years before I moved to
Martinsburg. What a great teacher, and she was a kind and caring soul. I remember
fondly all the great times we had at North School. At that period of time we were
allowed to smoke on school property so the teacher’s lounge was the place to be.
We would laugh, cry, and express our sadness and frustrations over things going on
in our lives or at school. It was a great time for all of us. She would clearly express
her opinion in no uncertain terms. She didn’t hold back. One thing is for certain, when
you were her friend, you were a friend forever. I am just shocked and in disbelief.
Rest now, Harriet. I know at times things were tough. You are at peace.

Stanley Taylor - March 04, 2018 at 09:48 AM

“

I taught with Harriet at Jennings Randolph School for several years. She taught me
how to make books out of a large piece of construction paper so my first graders
could write their own books. She was a wonderful reading teacher and such a kind,
caring person to her students as well as her colleagues. I miss her smiling face and
infectious laugh!

Judy Sinkule - March 03, 2018 at 11:11 PM

“

Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

Debbie Mitchell - March 03, 2018 at 08:34 PM

“

An amazing teacher, and she had a heart of gold! Loved having her as my teacher
and friend!

Nicole Woods - March 03, 2018 at 08:09 PM

“

I had Miss Woods in School. Good Bless.

Josh Howell - March 03, 2018 at 07:59 PM

“

Faye Phillips Cowgill lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

Faye Phillips Cowgill - March 03, 2018 at 07:59 PM

“

I worked with Harriet for many years at North School and her smile and laugh were
her trademark. She was also a wonderful first grade teacher for my daughter,
Christina, and she helped create many happy memories. Harriet was a great friend to
so many of us. She will certainly be missed.

Mary Ann McDonald - March 03, 2018 at 07:06 PM

“

I was fostering a kitten named, Princess (aka Prin) when I received notice that she
had an adopter. I contacted Miss Harriet and took Prin to her. I spent some time just
talking with Miss Harriet before we signed the papers and left her with her new baby.
Miss Harriet made sure I knew I'd be welcome to visit and sent me pictures of Prin
every Christmas.
Miss Harriet loved Prin very much. I'm so glad I was able to meet her and provide her
with her sweet companion. RIP Miss Harriet.

Carrie - March 03, 2018 at 06:57 PM

“

Donna Jones lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

Donna Jones - March 03, 2018 at 06:43 PM

“

She was my first grade teacher at North Elementary School. She was a great teacher
and she did love her students. I am 41 years old now and I will never forget her and
the class hamster, Digger.

Craig-Kirissa Taylor - March 03, 2018 at 06:15 PM

“

Judy Sinkule lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

judy sinkule - March 03, 2018 at 04:30 PM

“

Gary And Sheila Simmons lit a candle in memory of Harriet Jane Woods

Gary and Sheila Simmons - March 03, 2018 at 04:26 PM

