Janis Irene Hensley
September 16, 1932 - February 15, 2018

Janis Irene Woodall Hensley went home to be with the Lord she loved and served on
Thursday, February 15, 2018. She was born September 16, 1932 a daughter of Howard L.
Woodall and Marie Hanshaw Woodall. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her sister, Phyllis Woodall Jarvis. Janis is survived by the love of her life, Basil A.
Hensley whom she married December 22, 1951. Left to cherish her memory is her
beloved husband of sixty six years, Rev. Basil A. Hensley, three daughters, Sylvia Marie
Seay and husband Kurt, Oak Hill, WV, Diana Kay Patella and husband Chris of Elkins and
Teresa Elaine Collier and husband Clifford of Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Two sons, Aaron Wesley
Hensley and wife Marsha of Lexington, KY and David Lee Hensley of Elkins; eight
grandchildren Rachel Pearl and husband Stephen, Orchard Park, NY, Nicholas Patella
and wife Ann Marie, Elkins, Emily Bennett and husband TY of Morgantown, Austin and
Alexandra Collier, Ft. Lauderdale, FL and Amelya, Andrew and Haley Hensley of
Lexington, KY. Four great grandsons, Joshua, Ryan, N.J. and Noah and a loving niece
Belinda Jarvis Baisden also survive. Janis attended Clay County High School and
graduated from Spencer High School in 1950 in the top five percent of her class and a
member of the National Honor Society. She attended Glenville State Teachers College
and Morris Harvey College (University of Charleston) where she received her Teachers
Certificate in elementary education. She taught school in a one room school house grades
one through eight with an average enrollment of forty two students. She was a member of
the WVEA. Janis will be remembered as a compassionate wife, mother, grandmother and
great grandmother. She was a dedicated Christian and in 1975, renewing her commitment
to follow Jesus she received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism in the Jordan River. She was
an active member of First United Methodist Church in Elkins. She loved children and
served as Nursery Supervisor and coordinator of Children’s Ministries. She served in the
We-Care Ministries, United Methodist Women, Circle 5 of the Church, Quilt Ministry and
was a Life Member of the Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center Auxiliary. She was a Cub
Scout Den Mother and lived a positive Christian Life full of grace and truth. No criticism,
always living the Sermon on the Mount, feed the hungry, visit the sick and clothe the
needy. She affirmed each person as God’s creation, no have or have nots, everyone is
equal in God’s sight. The Scriptures that personify her life is Proverbs 31:10 – 31 and 1st

Corinthians 13: 1-13: 14-1. Married to a Methodist Circuit Riding Pastor she lived in eight
different parsonages, Newton Circuit, Roane County, Clendenin Circuit, Kanawha County,
Bomont Clay County, Roland AME UMC, Baltimore, MD, Wayne UMC, Wayne County,
Epworth UMC, Jackson County, Central UM District, Lewis County and First United
Methodist Church in Randolph County. In fifty years of Ministry, she was always thankful
for the calling to serve in the Blessed Connection. Our hearts break but our souls rejoice
because now she can “Run and not be weary, She can walk and not faint”. Her life
resonated with her Saviors traits of humility, grace, kindness and sincerity, Emmanuel-God
is with Us. The family would like to give special thanks to WV Caring Hospice, Meals on
Wheels, Senior Center Home Health Care Service, We Care Ministries of the First United
Methodist Church, the Women of Circle 5 and to the legion of people who brought food
and remembered us in prayer. We would also like to thank the “Strugglers Class” of
Epworth UMC at Ripley and the compassionate care of Tomblyn Funeral Home. Friends
and family are invited to visitation from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM Sunday, February 18, 2018 at
the Family Life Center of the First United Methodist Church in Elkins. A memorial service
of celebration will be held at 10:00 am Monday, February 19, 2018 at the First United
Methodist Church in Elkins. Rev. Brian Seders, Rev. Dr. Dale Waters and Rev. Dr. Ken
Ramsey will officiate. Interment will follow in the D. C. Hensley Cemetery at Newton, WV.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the First United Methodist Women and the
We Care Group at First United Methodist Church, 315 Kerens Ave., Elkins, WV 26241 in
memory of Janis. The Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of the arrangements
for Janis Irene Woodall Hensley. Condolences may be expressed to the family at
www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Aaron and family....so sorry for your loss! Your Mother was a beautiful person inside
and out. My Mother adored her. God Bless you all in this time of grief. Sarah (Martin)
Kane

Sarah Kane - March 30, 2018 at 10:49 AM

“

Basil and family:
Harriet and I were away when Janis died and you held her service. We've prayed for
you all over the past weeks ..... I know in this difficult time you will continue to trust in
the promises of Christ which are our hope for this life and the life to come. I know,
too, you have felt the love and prayers of so many folks you have known and
pastored over these many years. Your many dear friends, from many miles away and
nearby, have offered their presence and love; we would have been with you, too, if it
were possible.
David & Harriet Peters

David Peters - February 26, 2018 at 02:06 PM

“

Diana Patella,
Diana, i am so sorry to learn of your wonderful mother's death. I'm sure you rejoice
that she is resting in the arms of God!
I moved! I now live across from Sabrina and Steve. She has spent five years
suffering six major surgeries on her spine and being confined to her chair and bed
due to Ehlers dan los. Among other things I take care of her little therapy dog. She
turned a corner about a month ago and started getting out and about. She drove her
car for the first time last week. Steve didn't lose any time preparing my house for a
bed and breakfast. I invite you and Chris (or Karen) for a free night and breakfast at
the Inn when you feel like a getaway from Elkins. www.ravenswoodinn.com.
I love you.
Ruth

Ruth Shingleton - February 23, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

Diana, I was so sorry to hear of your mother's passing. Prayers for you and your
family. Carolyn Rhodes, RHS Class of 1973.

Carolyn Johnson - February 21, 2018 at 09:43 PM

“

Diana my condolences to you, your dear Father and the family. So very sorry to hear
of your Mother's passing. Love and prayers, Anita & Herschel White

Anita K. White - February 21, 2018 at 09:27 AM

“

Dear Teresa, Cliff, Alexandra and Austin, What a beautiful tribute to a remarkable
woman, helping us to understand just how wonderful and amazing your family is.
What a model of a loving and Christian marriage and ministry. Her joy in heaven
must give you such peace. Love and prayers, Lynne Newberry

Lynne Newberry - February 20, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

Basil, so sorry for you and your family. It is so apparent that she was a very
special lady. My loss for not having known her. Arietia Hensley Halcomb

Arietia Hensley Halcomb - February 20, 2018 at 07:32 PM

“

Aunt Janis was an amazing woman - filled with love and compassion for all people.
She blessed each person she met with her gentleness and understanding. Her spirit
shall continue to surround us, lending her strength, her courage in time of need and
always - her love.

Juanita Mayes - February 19, 2018 at 12:06 PM

“

Rev. Hensley & family,
We are so sorry to hear about the passing of Mrs. Hensley. Our thoughts and prayers
are with all of you. May God wrap his loving arms around you and you feel his
presence in the days ahead.
Love & Prayers,
Kevin & Paula Casto
Epworth UMC
Ripley

Kevin & Paula Casto - February 18, 2018 at 11:45 PM

“

Basil and family, we are so sorry for the loss of Janice. She was a wonderful woman.
I remember her working in the nursery when Jeremiah was little. He adored her.
When she retired, he wouldn’t stay with anyone else. Janice was always so kind and
loving. Our loss is heavens gain. We will keep you in our prayers. Toby, Marcia,
Jeremiah and Christa Myers

Marcia Myers - February 18, 2018 at 09:57 PM

“

Basil and family: Martha and I are saddened to learn of Janis' passing. We want to
visit with you for the memorial service but are unable to be there. Know that we are
grateful for the gift of your service to us and to the church and that we will be thinking
of you during this time of your loss.
Bill and Martha Deel

Bill and Matha Deel - February 18, 2018 at 09:46 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. GO FLY HIGH ON THAT MOUNTAIN !!!!
MARGARET TAYLOR

Margaret Taylor - February 18, 2018 at 08:23 PM

“

I am thankful for the sweet memories I have of Aunt Janice and Uncle Basil.
Especially our little annual reunions at the old farmhouse with grandma and grandpa.
She was such a sweet, gentle lady! Eric and I are grateful for the memories!

With grandma passing around this time last year, I can confess this season of grief is
heavy to endure. I suspect you all feel likewise. But I am comforted by the promise
that these two sisters are reunited in our Father's presence! And that this temporary
goodbye is a quickly passing thing thanks to our beloved Lord Jesus.
I wish I could attend the services, but my newborn is to young to travel. Know my
heart goes with my mom and grandpa as they come up to comfort and fellowship
with you tomorrow.
Sarah and Eric Fannin - February 18, 2018 at 07:07 PM

“

Judy and I are so sorry that we will not be able to be present tomorrow for Janis'
memorial service. Since 1960, when Basil and Janis came to Wayne to serve as
Judy's pastor, Janis has been an exemplary Christian witness for us. She was
always joyful, kind, accepting, and positive in the expression of her faith in Jesus
Christ. Basil married us almost 52 years ago, and since our years of courtship and
marriage, we have always loved and enjoyed Janis. She was exemplary in every
way. We rejoice that her suffering is over. Today I preached a sermon "Our Hunger
For Heaven", II Cor. 5: 1-10. Less than one month ago we spoke with Janis and have
wonderful memories of that conversation. Basil, our love and prayers, are with you
and the family. Thanks be unto God who gives us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Kenneth Pyles - February 18, 2018 at 05:58 PM

“

Basil and family,
My deepest condolences on the passing of Janis. Keeping all of you in my prayers.
May the memories you have provide comfort to each of you. God's blessings to each
of you. Merllene Yorkey

Merllene Yorkey - February 18, 2018 at 05:16 PM

“

Know that you all are in our prayers. The entire family means so much to us. Steve
&Claudia Chancey

steve chancey - February 18, 2018 at 03:27 PM

“

I’m sorry that Janis has passed. She was a lovely woman who was always sweet and
kind to all. She will be missed. Ellen Shombert

Ellen Shombert - February 18, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

Sharon Leonard lit a candle in memory of Janis Irene Hensley

Sharon Leonard - February 18, 2018 at 11:59 AM

“

BILL UMBRIGHT lit a candle in memory of Janis Irene Hensley

BILL UMBRIGHT - February 18, 2018 at 11:16 AM

“

Rev. Hensley and Family,
So sorry for your loss.
Zach Kerns

Zach Kerns - February 18, 2018 at 11:04 AM

“

Basil, Diana, Chris, Nick, Anne Marie, Emily, Ty, Sylvia, Theresa, Aaron, David,
Wives, Husbands, Grandchildren, Great-Grandchildren & Loving Friends. Wow!
What a Legacy of Love & Caring she has put into Motion in this World!
Sometimes we never know the true value of a moment until it becomes a memory.
Never stop showing how much her moments meant to you. Janis was loved more

than we will ever know by someone who died to know her...
Always Love,
Carmen & Patty Patella
Carmen & Patty Patella - February 18, 2018 at 08:41 AM

“

Aaron,
I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your mother. She was a special lady. I know
how hard it is to lose a parent. My thoughts are with you.
Deann Barger

Deann Barger Cooke - February 17, 2018 at 10:38 PM

“

Rev Hensley and Family, may peace and only happy memories carry you through the
sad times. The heart that served her Lord now basks in His glory. Praise God! She is
whole!

Ann Fretwell - February 17, 2018 at 07:46 AM

“

To Rev Hensley and Family
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time. Hold on to all your
wonderful memories and God will help you get through this.

Shorty and Carol Erickson - February 17, 2018 at 07:37 AM

“

Basil,Diana, Chris, Nick, Emily and all, our hearts break this morning as we read the
news. Janis was such a kind and compassionate lady. Her life truly did exemplify the
scripture included in the obituary. I know she was a wonderful great-grand,
grandmother, mother and wife. In addition she was a great friend to all who had the
fortune of knowing that accepting and loving smile. When I think of all of the hearts
she comforted as Basil’s companion at funerals and sick beds, as well as all of the
other unofficially official roles she played as the wife of the single most important
spiritual influence of my life, I am awestruck. We are sad that you all have to
experience the loss of such a loving influence in your world, but comforted knowing
that as she was greeted at Heaven’s gates by a band of Angels along with God and

Emmanuel, she heard those glorious words, “Well done blessed Janis, Well done!”
We love you guys and hope that in some way this message will comfort your aching
hearts.
Doug Hammond - February 17, 2018 at 06:40 AM

“

Condolences Basil, you have always comforted our family in times of sorrow. You
have always given us guidance.

Charles Wilburn - February 16, 2018 at 11:33 PM

“

Rev. Basil and family, sorry to hear of your loss. She will be greatly missed. Prayers
with the family. God Bless.

Rev. Leon & Gerri Hevener - February 16, 2018 at 11:14 PM

“

Diana and family,
So sorry to hear of the untimely passing of your Mother. You are in my thoughts and
prayers. May God give you Peace and Comfort at this time. I know how hard it is but
God will give you strength.

Sue Lowther - February 16, 2018 at 10:58 PM

“

Basil and family, we love you and share your heartbreak. Basil, you and Janis were
with us for every family milestone...marriages, christenings, baptisms, and funerals.
We laughed and cried together...more laughs than tears. Our precious to know we
will all be together again.

Ronna Dittman - February 16, 2018 at 10:16 PM

“

Diana, Emily, and Family,
I am so very sorry for your loss. Sending hugs and prayers your way.
Peggy

Peggy Thorne-Church - February 16, 2018 at 08:58 PM

“

We love you Basil, and send our condolences to the whole family. Janis was a sweet,
Christian spirit who will be greatly missed. Much love from Julie and Ellis Conley

Julie and Ellis Conley - February 16, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

Eddie & Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Janis Irene Hensley

Eddie & Debbie Mitchell - February 16, 2018 at 06:56 PM

“

Basil and family, Kathy and I are out of town and will be unable to attend the viewing
or funeral. Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. We will always
remember the love you had for our mom and dad. There is rejoicing in heaven
tonight!!
Billie Bonnett, Kathy Brake, Sherry Jones and families

Billie Bonnett - February 16, 2018 at 06:48 PM

“

Basil,
Esther and I fondly remember Janis. Her friendship was extended to us when we
arrived in Elkins and we were very grateful for it. You both were a super support to
us. Our prayers are with you during this extremely sad time. Wish we could be with
you.
Aslam & Esther

Aslam Barkat - February 16, 2018 at 06:48 PM

“

Diane I am so very sorry to hear of your mom's passing. Prayers for comfort to you,
Chris, Nick and Emily. Petey

Joanne Woolwine - February 16, 2018 at 06:31 PM

“

Dear Basil, David, Diana and family,
Our hearts are broken this evening as we pray for love and peace for all of you. I
have so many wonderful memories of Janis and feel blessed to have worked with her
in Sunday School and with United Methodist Women. She was one of the kindest
most gracious ladies I’ve ever known. Rest In Peace beautiful lady until we meet
again. Love to all of you.
Cindy, Jim, and girls

Cindy Stemple - February 16, 2018 at 06:26 PM

“

Dear Basil, there are no words to help with the grief and sorrow for the loss of your
loving wife. She was such a wonderful LADy!!! Please know that you are in our
thoughts and prayers . So sorry we can't be there as we are in Florida . We love you
, Basil !!!
Bill and Brenda

Bill & Brenda Brown - February 16, 2018 at 06:19 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear this news, my thoughts and prayers will be with each of you
during this time!
Donna Ware - February 16, 2018 at 10:18 PM

“

Maxine Cooper - February 18, 2018 at 05:44 PM

