Jay Alexander Anderson
February 8, 1936 - August 6, 2021

Jay Alexander Anderson, age 85 years, passed away Friday, August 6, 2021, at Mountain
Memories Assisted Living & Retirement Center. He was born February 8, 1936 at
Philadelphia, PA. He was the son of the late John Anderson and Marie Qualey Anderson.
On October 30, 1982, in Norristown, PA, he was married to Karen Armentrout Anderson,
who survives in Elkins, one daughter, Kecia Kona of Elkins, grandchildren, Keiffer Hahn,
and Micaiah Hahn both of Cape May, NJ and Kera Jay Hahn of Elkins. He is also survived
by his beloved cats. Also preceding him in death were two brothers: John Renauld
Anderson, who died in Pottstown, PA in 1990 and Eugene Anderson, who died in a
drowning accident as a young child. He attended Philadelphia public and parochial
schools and Montgomery County Community College, where he studied addiction
counseling. He was licensed as a Certified Addiction Counselor through the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. He spent the majority of his working career as a group
psychotherapist at Eagleville Hospital, a 250-bed drug and alcohol specialty hospital in
Montgomery County, PA, retiring and moving to Elkins, WV, in 2005 at age 69. He was a
compassionate animal lover and avid saltwater fisherman. He enjoyed fishing with his
friends in New Jersey and at his cottage on Chincoteague Island, Virginia. He enjoyed
gardening and loved to plant beautiful flowers in the gardens of every house he ever lived
in. He was a very spiritual man who had a strong Christian faith and was a member of
Woodford Memorial United Methodist Church in Elkins. Mr. Anderson’s request for
cremation has been honored. A memorial service will be held at 11:00 am Friday, August
20, 2021 at the Woodford Memorial United Methodist Church in Elkins. Rev. Jeremiah
Jasper, Rev. Bill Calhoun and Dennis Deal will officiate. Interment of the cremains will take
place at a later date in the Bridgeport Cemetery at Bridgeport, WV. At the request of Mr.
Anderson, contributions may be made to the Randolph County Humane Society, 195
Weese Street, Elkins, WV 26241 and/or Animal Friends of Barbour County, PO Box 452,
Philippi, WV 26416. The Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of the
arrangements for Jay Alexander Anderson. Condolences may be expressed to the family
at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I am sorry to say that I am unable to attend any events to say good bye to one of my
best fishing buddies Jay Anderson .
Jay and I go back to an official meeting in 1979 but I had heard stories of him from
1967 ..
Briefly I will say we were victims of life ,liberty and the pursuit of happiness . The
pursuit of happiness was something we both took very seriously. It is safe to say that
quest we both shared lead to our meeting at a center for recovery .Both of us
successful in our new quest to recover from the damages of our pursuit of happiness
and to begin to help those trying to do as we had done ,find recovery .
Jay and I enjoyed fishing and spent many beautiful spring , summer and fall days
drifting the bays and estuaries as well as off sure and surf fishing our Jersey beaches
later adding Maryland and Virginia .Fishing put us close to the powers of nature both
realizing a power greater then us created this an we were just helping to maintain its
beauty.
I was a Therapist in those days and Jay worked in various support staff positions in
the rehab we both loved .I the late 80s Jay shared he wanted to do more to help
people recover and asked me to help him outline a course of study to enter the
counseling end of treatment .
I am so proud of my friend who completed his requirement in PA to become a
Certified Addictions counselor ,as well as begin to pursue an associates degree in
human services .
There are many men who Jay helped in their early quest for recovery .He was an
excellent counselor and to this day I am still ask how my friend Jay is ,and tell him
thanks for helping me save my life .These men are so grateful and thankful and
many continue to pass on what Jay gave them and I gave him, hope .
Over the past 15 years we have had a long distance relationship ,I have many
regrets about not pushing myself to make the drive once a year to see my friend .I
won't make any excuses, life gets lifey .
I will say that since Jay has been in this facility I will call a seniors center we have
had about 20 phone calls since April of 20 . I understand there were questions
regarding Jay's cognitive functioning. I guess I am lucky he remembered every funny
event that we encountered ,every friendship and off beat character we laughed about
.Maybe this memory problem was short term because as far as we go he was perfect
.
The physical illness a lung problem was something he share little about and from yrs
of smoking it will kill you .I do wish the people who love Jay find out about his
passing as I know many who want to pass on a spiritual thank you .I tell everyone
and I am asking everyone who reads this to pass it on .Jay left this life at peace with
a soul in recovery and the success of helping many find that road ,and catch some
fish with a friend who loves you .I love you and will continue to speak to you the way
we both do

Dennis Anthony Deal - August 20, 2021 at 04:42 AM

“

Well said Dennis Anthony Deal!
William E Calhoun - August 20, 2021 at 08:10 PM

“

Karen, Kecia, Kera, Keiffer and Micaiah
I am sending prayers for comfort and hope. So glad all of you got together with Jay to
say goodbye. Now he will be with all those pets who crossed the rainbow bridge. I’m
sure they welcomed him warmly.

Liz - August 14, 2021 at 07:23 PM

“

I’ll hold fond memories of Jay always. As a new therapist he taught me so much,
about counseling and about life. As a technology trainer at Eagleville I loved teaching
Jay how to us our electronic records…he was my first student and such a fun one to
teach…he helped ignite my passion for professional development; a job a do still
today. Jay changed lives. He was an amazing therapist and a wonderful friend. Rest
In Peace my friend…memories of you will always bring a smile to my heart!

Paola Castaneda-Documet - August 11, 2021 at 06:28 AM

“

TERI MASSIA lit a candle in memory of Jay Alexander Anderson

TERI MASSIA - August 10, 2021 at 09:14 PM

“

Rest In Peace dear Jay. We will miss you.
TERI MASSIA - August 10, 2021 at 09:15 PM

“

Nancy Diaz lit a candle in memory of Jay Alexander Anderson

Nancy Diaz - August 10, 2021 at 10:03 AM

“

27 files added to the album Remembering Jay

Karen - August 10, 2021 at 10:02 AM

“

Patty Jo Hamilton lit a candle in memory of Jay Alexander Anderson

Patty Jo Hamilton - August 09, 2021 at 12:49 PM

“
“

I am glad that I knew Jay, he was such a nice person. Thinking of the family.
Patty Jo Hamilton - August 09, 2021 at 12:50 PM

Jay will be fondly remembered and greatly missed. May you find comfort in the knowledge
that he is at Peace, and is now free from the pain and suffering of this earthly existence.
Wishing you strength as you cherish the memory of 38 wonderful years together. Forever in
our hearts.
Love and Light, Teri Massia
TERI MASSIA - August 10, 2021 at 09:09 PM

“

Myrna VANDEVENDER lit a candle in memory of Jay Alexander Anderson

myrna VANDEVENDER - August 09, 2021 at 12:26 PM

“

Mckenzie lit a candle in memory of Jay Alexander Anderson

mckenzie - August 08, 2021 at 07:17 PM

“

Jenny Pyles lit a candle in memory of Jay Alexander Anderson

Jenny Pyles - August 08, 2021 at 01:23 PM

“

Karen,
We are so sorry to hear of the loss of Jay. He was always so nice. Keep looking to
God for your strength and comfort. We have and will continue to keep you in our
prayers.
Love,
Jerry, Angie and Chelsea

Yeager - August 07, 2021 at 08:48 PM

