William Hargett "Bill" Rice
September 4, 1947 - November 18, 2016

William Hargett “Bill” Rice, aged 69 years and a resident of Elkins, WV, passed away
Friday, November 18, 2016, at his home, of cancer. He had been in declining health for
several years. He was born September 4, 1947 in Hackensack, NJ. He was the son of the
late Robert Culler Rice, a native of Jefferson, MD, and the former Elizabeth Stump, a
native of Romney, WV, and a current resident of Orlando, FL. Besides his mother, he is
survived by a daughter, Chelsea Lynnette Meadows and her husband Samuel of Fairmont,
WV, a granddaughter, Siena Christine Meadows of Fairmont, WV, and one sister, Doctor
Katherine Bredehoeft of Chapel Hill, NC. Also surviving are an aunt and uncle, Bob and
Jean Sullivan of Palm Beach Gardens, FL, as well as several nieces, nephews and
cousins. Bill graduated from William R. Boone High School in Orlando, FL in 1965. After
attending Florida Presbyterian College for two years, he enlisted for four years in the
United States Air Force, serving in Texas, England, Italy, Spain and California. After
returning to Florida, he earned his Bachelor’s Degree at Rollins College in 1975. After
chairing his high school ten year reunion, he moved to Chicago and worked for the Bell
Telephone Company. In 1976, Bill moved to Elkins, WV, where he earned his teaching
certificate at Davis and Elkins College in 1979. He taught school in Randolph, Tucker, and
Monongalia counties for the next 25 years. For most of the time between 1977 and 2002,
he was employed as an announcer and news director at WDNE and WELK radio stations.
During the early 1980’s, he superintended city directories for the R. L. Polk Company in
Elkins (1981-1983), Buckhannon (1982), Point Pleasant (1982), Arcadia, FL (1982-1983),
Miles City, MT (1983) and Abingdon, VA (1983). In the latter 1980’s, he attended graduate
school at West Virginia University. In 1996, Bill was elected to a four year term on the
Randolph County Board of Education. n 1969, Bill became interested in History and
Genealogy, and wrote several letters and articles on the subject. He also wrote eleven
books, including Elkins 1889 “The Majestic of the Wilderness” (2007), and a six volume
series called Colonial Records of the Upper Potomac (2010-2016). Bill was also an
accomplished chess player, guitar player and pool player. Bill’s request for cremation was
honored. The family will receive friends from noon until 2:00pm on Saturday, December 3,
2016 at the Tomblyn Funeral Home in Elkins. In Lieu of Flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to the Belington Public Library, 510 Elliot Avenue, Belington, WV 26250, or

to the West Virginia Regional History Collection, 1549 University Avenue, Morgantown,
WV 26505 in memory of Bill. The Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of the
arrangements for William Hargett “Bill” Rice. Condolences may be expressed to the family
at www.tomblynfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

To one of the most intelligent, open-hearted, one of the most loving and kindest
persons I have ever met in my almost 40 years in Elkins.
Rest in peace my friend.

Farukh Khan, MD - December 11, 2016 at 11:15 AM

“

Bill was a gifted historian among other many other qualities. He sought to get to the
bottom of things at the Hampshire County Court House as he diligently researched
our family tree. We were blessed to have been in the midst of his unravelling the
common threads of our family tapestry. His historical gleaning of history and
preservation efforts were remarkable. We appreciated his insights as he shared
genealogy findings. Our thoughts and prayers are with his most precious family and
cherished friends. May God comfort each one and provide his perfect peace.
Howard,Vera, Margaret & Sarah Page Charles & Patricia Bonar

Vera Page - December 09, 2016 at 05:51 AM

“

Chelsea,
You dad was a wonderful man. I always enjoyed talking with him. You are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Sandi and Gene George

Sandi George - December 03, 2016 at 12:36 PM

“

Dearest Chelsea, We are so sorry about the passing of your dad. He loved you
beyond measure and was so proud of you in every way. May your wonderful
memories help you through your sadness and know he will always be with you in
your heart. Our deepest condolences to you and your family. Hugs and prayers for
you, Joyce and Jessica Hutton

Joyce Harshbarger Hutton - December 02, 2016 at 07:19 PM

“

50 files added to the album LifeTributes

Tomblyn Funeral Home and Cremation Service - December 02, 2016 at 02:55 PM

“

I met Bill at the Elkins Chess Club meeting a couple years ago, and he was never
shy to share a smile. Occasionally we got a bit to eat after playing chess (he was
good) and he became a friend. I'm honored to know him. I'll miss him.

Marty Clevenger II - December 02, 2016 at 07:30 AM

“

I worked with Bill for many years at WDNE Radio, I have to say reading his obituary, I
was not aware of some of the amazing things he did over those years. He was one of
the most intelligent, interesting and friendly people I’ve had the pleasure to know and
you don’t always find all of those qualities in one person. August of 2015 was the last
time I really spent any time with Bill, he stopped by my house one day and brought
me some tomatoes from his garden. We sat and reminisced about the old days in
radio, we recalled the Parsons flood of 1985 when he and I took the station Bronco
and drove to Tucker County to see the devastation first hand. After a couple of hours
he insisted on taking me to lunch and we continued the conversation, I’m so glad I
had that day with Bill. He was obviously very intelligent, but never talked down to
anyone; he made everyone he met feel comfortable. My condolences to his family
and many friends, he will be missed.

Roger Taylor - November 28, 2016 at 12:47 PM

“

Bill was a good father that made all the difference in Chelsea’s life! He gave her life,
nurtured her, taught her, instilled in her good life values, ethics, and honesty, but
most importantly he loved her unconditionally.
Although those who knew him thought Bill’s first love was history and genealogy, but
I know better. Chelsea was Bill’s life. From the first day I met him he made it clear he
wanted a child that would love him unconditionally…and that Chelsea did!
Bill was such a powerful and impactful force in Chelsea’s life that I have no clue how
she would’ve turned out without him. Bill always showed interest in everything
Chelsea tried to do or accomplished. I don’t think Chelsea realized that Bill often put

her best interests first.
As we all know, Bill was a man of great character. He didn’t just tell Chelsea how to
go about living her life, he allowed her to make her decisions right or wrong (action
causes reaction as he always said) and being there to support her in those decisions.
He respected Chelsea’s values and was proud of her accomplishments.
Although we divorced early in Chelsea’s life, we raised her together. Bill never failed
to make sure all the necessities in Chelsea’s life were unfaltering and secure. He did
whatever it takes to make sure she was given every opportunity to live comfortably
and have a mom and dad that were a team.
Bill and Chelsea regularly chatted and hung out together. They could share whatever
was on their minds and had many wonderful conversations.
Bill was delighted when Chelsea announced that she was pregnant. At this point, his
illness was becoming a reality and he struggled to hold on until Siena’s birth. I wish
he would have had more time to watch her grow….but that wasn’t to be.
In the end…it was Chelsea who he called for…who he wanted to hold his hand.
I’m extremely grateful for him.
Sheila Marshall - November 28, 2016 at 09:48 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sheila Marshall - November 28, 2016 at 09:47 AM

“

I met Mr. Rice over fifteen years ago when he came to McClain Printing Company to
have a book printed. As the editor and vp of publishing at MPC, we had many
meetings and phone conversations discussing the layout of his books and exactly
how he wanted the covers to appear -- especially the covers for his Colonial Records
of the Upper Potomac series. He took great pride in choosing the colors for each
volume. Mr. Rice was always eager to attend the annual West Virginia Book Festival
with us in Charleston. He would usually beat me to our booth already set up and
ready to go, and was the last one to leave when the event ended. Our working
conversations almost always took an historical and political turn with us talking for an
additional 30 minutes to an hour about the national and international topics of the
day. I greatly enjoyed those visits and will most certainly miss my friend, Bill Rice.

McClain Printing Company extends its sympathies to Chelsea, Mr. Rice's mother and
sister, and to all who were touched by him. Michelle Mullenax-McKinnie
Michelle Mullenax-McKinnie - November 28, 2016 at 09:23 AM

“

Michelle Mullenax-McKinnie lit a candle in memory of William Hargett "Bill" Rice

Michelle Mullenax-McKinnie - November 28, 2016 at 09:10 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Roger Taylor - November 27, 2016 at 03:25 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Bill's Passing. Although it's been quite a few years since I've seen
him, at one time he was a valuable resource to me and other members of my family
as we studied our family history.

Jess Kittle - November 26, 2016 at 09:42 PM

“

RIP

Ken Weese - November 26, 2016 at 09:29 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of William Hargett
"Bill" Rice.

November 25, 2016 at 01:37 PM

“

Sympathy fireside Basket in Christmas Colors was purchased for the family of
William Hargett "Bill" Rice.

November 25, 2016 at 01:18 PM

“

My personal path crossed with Bill's several times over the years. We had many
personal conversations, mostly short, but couple more lengthy and substantive.
Always enjoyed interacting with Bill. This man will be missed greatly. He had so
many skills. My condolences go out to his family. I will now have another void when it
comes to not being able to meet up with Bill. See you later, my friend. May you rest in
peace.

Virgil Tacy, Jr. - November 25, 2016 at 12:10 PM

“

Cheryll Deaner lit a candle in memory of William Hargett "Bill" Rice

Cheryll Deaner - November 24, 2016 at 08:50 PM

“

Eddie & Debbie Mitchell lit a candle in memory of William Hargett "Bill" Rice

Eddie & Debbie Mitchell - November 23, 2016 at 07:32 PM

“

I will greatly miss my friend Bill Rice. I met Bill between 25 and 30 years ago. Many
many sit down and talk conversations about life, history, families and any other
subject we stumbled upon. I will never forget the last day we spoke about 3 weeks
ago. He had advised me that that day would be the last day he would be out and
about and that hospice care had been arranged for him. He paused for a moment
and held out his hand and shook mine and told me that it had been nice knowing me
and that I had been a good friend. I felt the same and told him so. However, it was a
very solemn moment with a good friend I'll not forget. Blessings to his daughter and
family at this difficult time.
Rob White

Rob White - November 23, 2016 at 03:52 PM

“

Saddened to hear of Bill's passing. I first met Bill at WDNE when I worked there parttime years ago and over the years would run into him occasionally and we would
have interesting conversations on a variety of topics. Thoughts and prayers for
Chelsea and the other members of the Rice family.

Dan Kelly - November 23, 2016 at 02:07 PM

“

Thoughts are with the Rice family during this difficult time. Bill was a one of a kind, he
will be missed

Ph - November 22, 2016 at 07:00 PM

“

Bill was a wonderful person, worked with him on family history and the BOE he will
be miss RIP my friend fly high with the angels Tom and Arlene Howard.

Tom and Arlene Howard - November 22, 2016 at 05:57 PM

“

bill and i would shoot pool for hours. He was my very best friend.he would help me
burn brush.always would get me a fruit basket for christmas.we had a lot of good
times together.he was always proud of the books he wrote.he was a very kind
person, i will miss him a lot.he was the smartest man i ever knew.GOD BLESS YOU
BILL REST IN PEACE. YOUR FRIEND. DICK

DICK HOWELL - November 21, 2016 at 05:40 PM

“

Really enjoyed working with Bill at the Radio station. When doing the News, I got a
lot of my ideas on covering the news from him. Enjoy conversations with him as he
seem to know a little bit about everything. Sorry that I never visited with you more.
God Bless.

Clark Martin - November 20, 2016 at 11:03 AM

